$eeizcommunimy

Ethiopia drought creates food crisis for 7.7 million

ADDIS ABABA - The number of people in need of food aid in Ethiopia's drought-hit regions has surged to 7.7 million, over
two million more than an estimate earlier this year, state media reported on Friday.
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The National Disaster Risk Management Commission said in January that failed rains would leave 5.6 million people in need
of emergency food this year in three of the country's nine regions: Oromia, Amhara and the Southern Nations, Nationalities
and Peoples' Region.

Public relations director Ababe Zewdie told the state-run Ethiopian News Agency that cold snaps as well as localised
flooding in some areas have further decimated what crops had managed to grow, causing them to revise upwards their

estimates.

"Over $742 miillion (679 million euros) is needed to support the people affected by drought and more than 432,000 tonnes
of additional food up until early July," the news agency reported.

Ethiopia is prone to droughts, and the lack of rains in the country's highlands forced 10.2 million people to seek food
assistance last year.

The United Nations has warned that this year's drought in East Africa could lead to 17 million people going hungry across
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the region.
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