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About a multilingual mindset

As a leading university in Africa, Stellenbosch University believes multilingualism matters. We believe that multilingualism is
about more than just being able to use multiple languages.
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because of the clear academic advantages thls presents, both nationally and internationally. Creating opportunities for
individual multilingualism allows people to develop their ability to use languages or varieties of languages in different forms
and at different levels of mastery. If you have ever tried to learn a new language, you will know that the learning experience
can transform your life. As your experience of a language in its cultural context expands, you will find that you do not keep
these languages and cultures in strictly separated mental compartments, but rather build up a communicative, plurilingual
competence or ability to which all your knowledge and experience of language contribute, and in which languages
interrelate and interact.

Translanguaging in the classroom is one such plurilingual practice or behaviour. While it is important to create space for
students to use tools such as translanguaging to communicate informally in the classroom, there is also a need for students
to study language(s) formally and use the academic and technical registers of these languages.
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Stellenbosch University Language Centre

 Stellenbosch The SU Language Centre offers research-based, language-related products and services to people
&% T from diverse educational backgrounds, so that they can enhance their communication skills to be more
successful in life.
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